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1. BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS REACTED SHARPLY TO EC 
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COMMISSION'S PROPOSALS FOR CHANGES IN COMMON FISHERIES 
POLICY. EOREIGN OEFICE SOURCES DESCRIBED COMMISSION 
PACKAGE AS "EXTRAORDINARILY DISAPPOINTING," EVEN THOUGH 
IT CONTAINED SOME OLUMS. THE LATTER INCLUDE AGREEMENT 
ON 200-MILE LIMIT EROM JANUARY 1, 1977, GENERAL EMPHASIS 
ON CONSERVATION, PROVISIONS EOR ENFORCEMENT AND CERTAIN 
QUOTA REFERENCES. IN ECO STATEMENT TO PRESS LATE 
SEPTEMBER 23, RESULTS OE COMMISSION'S DELIBERATIONS 
WERE DESCRIBED AS "MIXED." FCO SAID "SUGGESTIONS FOR 
COASTAL ARRANGEMENTS FALL FAR SHORT OF THE NEEDS OF THE 
UK AND ARE WHOLLY UNACCEPTABLE." PRESS ALSO REPORTED 
THAT GOVERNMENT IS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED OVER NEGOTIA- 
TIONS PENDING WITH THIRD COUNTRIES SUCH AS ICELAND ON 
EISHING LIMITS. EOREIGN SECRETARY CROSLAND IS EXPECTED 
TO PUSH HARD EOR URGENT ACTION ON THESE NEGOTIATIONS 
AT THE EC EOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING OCTOBER 18-19. 

2. BRITISH FISHING INDUSTRY REACTED EVEN MORE STRONGLY. 
AUSTEN LAING, DIRECTOR GENERAL OE THE BRITISH EISHING 
EEDERATION, CALLED EC PROPOSALS DEPLORABLE AND SAID HIS 
ORGANIZATION WAS VERY ANGRY ABOUT THEM. HE IS QUOTED 
AS SAYING THE COMMISSION HAS BADLY UNDERESTIMATED, OR 
CHOSEN TO IGNORE, THE STRENGTH OF FEELING AMONG THE 
COUNTRY'S 15,000 EISHERMEN. HE ALSO EXPRESSED ANGER 

AT THE REJECTION OE VARIBLE EXCLUSIVE BANDS OUT TO A 
50-MILE LIMIT AND REPORTEDLY DESCRIBED DISCUSSIONS OF 
RECIPROCAL ARRANGEMENTS EOR ICELAND AND NORWAY, WITH 
WHICH THE EEDERATION DOES NOT AGREE, AND WITH RUSSIA, 

WITH WHICH THE FEDERATION MOST VEHEMENTLY DISAGREES, AS 
"THE FINAL INSULT." 

3. IN THE WEST OF ENGLAND, WHERE EISHERMEN ARE ALREADY 
PROTESTING OVER COMMUNIST BLOC MACKERAL FISHING JUST 
OUTSIDE THE 12-MILE LIMIT, FISHERMEN WERE DESCRIBED AS 
EURIOUS AT YESTERDAY'S REEUSAL TO ACCEPT THE 50-MILE 
LIMIT. THE LEADER OF THE WEST COURTRY EISHERMEN IS 
QUOTED AS SAYING THE EC PROPOSALS WOULD MEAN A EREE-FOR- 
ALL WHICH IR THREE YEARS WOULD WIPE OUT THE ONLY HEALTHY 
EISH STOCK THE UK HAS LEFT. FURTHER NORTH, THE ELEET- 
WOOD EISHING OWNERS ASSOCIATION CALLED THE SUGGESTIONS 
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COMPLETELY UNACCEPTABLE, AND IN ABERDEEN THE EC PACKAGE 
WAS DESCRIBED AS A "KICK IN THE TEETH." POINTED REE- 
ERENCES ARE ALREADY BEING MADE IN THE SCOTTISH PRESS 
TO LAST YEAR'S PROTEST OVER LOW-COST COD IMPORTS WHICH 
RESULTED IN AN EXTENSIVE PORT BLOCKADE. 
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